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Shreya Roy Chowdhury | Tnn

New Delhi: Science student
Kartik Sawhney, whe has
scored 95% in his CBSE class
X1 exams, woulld have liked to
study at one of the HTs, but he
said changes in HTjoint en-
trance exam rules introduced
last year have made it impossi-
bleforblind students to qualify
Kartik said, il last vear,
blind students taking the JEE
had “exemptionfrom visual in-
put”. They could attempt only
the theory questions and their
ranks would be determined by
their performance in those.
“We could also have a scribe
and reader from science back-
ground,” he said.
Butthisyeas blindstudents
were no longer exempted. Net
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JEE virtually shuts II'T doors for the blind’

Twao girls commit suicide after results

New Delhi: Two girl students committed suicide in bethiand
Ghaziabad after CBSE resulis were declared on Monday. in
Chhatarpur Extension, south Delthi, a 17-year-old girl reportedly
hangedherself from a ceiling fan. Police said she was upset over
her low aggregate and felt humiliated.

The other suicide was reported fromGhaziabad district
wherea 17-year-old girf jumped before amovingtrainin
Muradnagar after faiting in her exams. inanother incident, a girl
tried to commit suicide by consuming poison in Modinagarnear
Meerut. Sheis statedtobe critical. mw

ther were they allowed fo use
assistive technology “They ex-
pected me to multiply 11,652
with 651 mentally” said Kartik.
“And accordingtothe new poli-
ey, | could have a scribe and
reader only from humanities
or commerce streams.”

I is argued that a scribe
withascience background can

help the candidate with his an-
swers. Asaresult, Kartikhadto
work with readers who were
not abletoidentify symbolsand
terminology in question pa-
pers. “Fve had one reader de-
scribe a symbolasan “ulta V7,
hesaid Heouldvebeenapiora
lambda. “But | don't know,” he
said, “Fvenever seena‘pi.”

K theeducation systemhad
prevaied, Kartik wouldn thave
come this far He had to write
more than two dozen letters fo
the CBSE and #s controller of
exams, had an NGO campaign
andhisschoolnegotiate forhim
before he was allowed to optfor
scienceinclass XL

“Itwas very difficult to con-
vince the authorities to let me
study science,” says Kartik, the
son of a car-accessories store
owner. Once he finally got to
study setence, hisschool — Del
hiPubtic School, RK Puram —
found ways to help him. “For
practicals, the teacher ex-
plained the apparatus and in
the test, I got multiple choice
guestions based on the practi-
calcurriculum,” he said.

Kartik's case is exception-
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al. Said George Abraham, CEQ
of Delhi-based Score Founda-
tion, “After class VI, most
blind were exempted from
studying maths and science
They would be offered subjects
1ike music. Now, some schools
allow sciencebutthenumberis
low” Abraham adding that
from 2012, CBSE has allowed
multiple-choice questions in
1lien of practicals and comput-
er-based exams.

In school, Kartik was even
allowed to perform expert
ments, but none that were haz-
ardous, involving toxie chem-
icals. He also used a range of
assistive devices and software
—heusedonetoconvertgraphs
nto verbal descriptions, But
there waslittle material availa-
blethat wasaccessible.
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Harish Trivedi

Delhi Universi-
ty (DU)hasbeen
so constantly in
the news in re-
cent weeks as to
have become a
: spectacle. Some
of the finest minds in our pub-
lic life have issued alarmed
and alarming statements
about its future direction. Day
after day themediahascarried
extensive reports on the criti-
cal state of DU’s health, as if it
werea hapless victim of brutal
violation about to die. In turn,
the vice-chancellor of DU has
been accorded the kind of
space in media which could
be the envy of ministers and
film stars.

So what'’s all the hullabaloo
about?Onthefaceof it,it'sonly
a syllabus and a new degree
structure, so when did these
dry academic matters become
sonewsworthy? Inacompeting
narrative, the battle really is
between the David of CPM and
the Goliath of American impe-
rialism - but what’s new in
that? In yet another version,
it’snot what’s happening in DU
but the headlong pace at which
it’s happening that needs to
be checked. Just postpone the
whole thing by a year, some say;,
and all will be well.

Academic reforms are noto-
riously long in the making.
When i took over as the head of
the English department in DU, i
inherited asyllabusreformthat
had already been going on for
nine years. And according to
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Is Delhi University Dying?

Its reforms make this the most exciting time to be a college teacher in DU - or a college student

recently published archival
research, it took DU “almost
two decades of discussion” to
change from a two-year BA to
a three-year BA. In this sempi-
ternal perspective, a vice-chan-
cellor in a hurry must seem a
contradiction in terms.

Given the seeming haste, it
was widely suspected within
DU that these reforms will be
enforced through a last-minute
diktat, bypassing the sacro-
sanct Academic Council (AC).
But the meeting of the AC that
passed the reforms in Decem-
ber 2012 was near-unanimous
in its support for the reforms.
There is in the AC a block of 26
elected collegeteacherswhoare
all highly politicised activists

L

'

==

Vice-chancellor is getting the kind of attention film stars could envy

Back in 1943, it took

DU almost two
decades of discussion to
change from a two-year
BA to a three-year BA but
numerous universities
promptly followed
its example

and eloquent champions of the
interestsof the teaching commu-
nity. They always sit together,
speakasoneand voteasone. But
atthismeeting, only six of them
voted against the reforms.

DU has always had a healthy
tradition of radical dissent,
rather more among its teachers
than among its students. Now,
teachers (unlike students or
vice-chancellors) have a tenure

of about four decades, and in
some cases dissenthardens into
an attitude. Many DU teachers
who oppose the reforms now
are precisely those who had
opposed the semester system a
couple of years ago, but now
they are working with it.

It is immensely flattering to
DU, of course, that when it
sneezes the whole education
system catches a cold. It is the
one bright beacon of liberal
education in the country, and
the public outery now should be
regarded primarily as a well-
meaning token of widespread
goodwill for DU. But it hardly
follows that DU’s business
should be rendered everyone’s
business. One can’t ask for
external intervention one day
and for autonomy the next.

In all the controversy over
pace and process, the sub-

stance of thereforms has been
eclipsed. The new system
achieves three major break-
throughs. First, all students
will now start on the level,
with no segregation between
Pass and Honours initially.
Secondly, some students will
do an extra year if they
choose, but some will do one
year less and still get a univer-
sity qualification.

And thirdly, in the extra
fourth year, teachers in each
college will get to frame and
teach their own courses and
supervise research according
to their academic strengths.
Numerous college teachers in
DU are better qualified and
better published than profes-
sors and deans in many other
universities; they will finally
get some job satisfaction if not
professional justice. There's
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hardly been a more exciting
time to be a college teacher in
DU -or acollege student.

But this whole crisis would
be wasted if DU does not learn
from itsomevitallessons. First,
it should learn to communicate
better, within itself and with
the wider world. The new syl-
labus promotes e-learning; let
DU learn to e-talk. The vice-
chancellor recently sent an
email to all teachers; let him
send out one every month. Let
everyone be in the loop and feel
constantly consulted. The DU
website gets up to two lakh
visits on some days; let it be a
buzzing and interactive com-
munity site on all days.

Let DU also assure all stake-
holders that if a whole new
syllabus can be brought in so
briskly, any emendations that
may arise whenitisimplemented
in the classrooms will be proc-
essed with even greater speed
and alacrity. This pioneering
syllabus must remain a work
in progress.

The three-year BA was first
broughtin70 yearsagoin DU in
1943, and numerous universi-
ties promptly followed its ex-
ample. DU has now again
shown the way. The elephant
that is the emblem of DU has
not gone berserk, nor is it
marching off into an academic
wilderness to lie down and die.
Itis forging a new path through
the thickets of higher educa-
tion,and whereitgoestoday the
country will follow tomorrow.

The writer taught in DU from
1969 to 2012 and is now advisor
Academic Publications.
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Indian to head GMAT’s parent co

Iiemall(:hluplalmu

Mumbai: The Graduate Man-
agement
Admis-
sion Coun-
cil, which
owns the
presti-
gious
GMAT ex-
am for ad-
missions to B-schools across
the world, has announced the
appointment of Sangeet
Chowfla as its new president
and CEO.

Chowfla, who began his
career in New Delhi with
IBM, joins the league of Indi-
an-Americans ruling the
management education sec-
tor in the US, including Sou-
mitra Dutta (Cornell Univer-
sity), Nitin Nohria (Harvard
B-School), Dipak Jain (Kel-
logg, INSEAD), Sunil Kumar
(University of Chicago’s
Booth School of Business).

Following this trend of US

“ 1 know for myself
that taking the GMAT
exam and the opportuni-
ties it opened up for me
were life-changing

am, which management
aspirants from across the
world take to realize their
dreams, just as he himself
had done.

“My job will be to take the
strong foundation — GMAC
2.0, if you will — build on it,

SANGEET CHOWFLA :
: shape it for the future and es-
GMAC president and CEO tablish a new, even stronger
GMAC: GMAC 3.0. I am excit-
B-schools plumping for Indi- ed by the challenge and grati-
an-origin heads, the Gradu- fied thatthe board haschosen
ate Management Admission to entrust me with this great
Council (GMAC) appointed company, its terrific manage-
Chowfla to head the presti- mentteam and its world-class

gious company taking over staff,” Chowflaadded.

from David A Wilson, who An Indian by birth, Chow-

served the company as CEQO fla is a US citizen living in In-

and president for 18 years. dia. He will relocate to North-
Chowfla will take charge ern Virginia to assume this

as president in September newresponsibilities.

and assume the CEQ’srole on

January 1,2014.
“I know for myself that
taking the GMAT exam and

the opportunities it opened-

up for me were life-chang-
ing,” said Chowfla, highlight-
ing the significance of the ex-

“Sangeet Chowfla is just
the kind of chief executive
the GMAC board had in mind

“when we began our CEO
search earlier this year,” said
James Bradford, outgoing
chairman of the board of
GMAC and dean and Ralph

Fublicaton: The Times Of India Delhi;Date: May 29, 2013, 2ection: International ,Page: 23;

Owen Professor of Manage-
ment at the Owen School of
Management, Vanderbilt
University. After graduating
in BA (economics) from St
Stephen'’s College, he did his
MBA with specialization in
marketing and finance from
the Faculty of Management
Studies, Delhi University.

Chowfla’s career took off
in New Delhi with IBM and
then he went on to spend 18
years with Hewlett-Packard.
His next post was Timeline
Ventures where he wasapart-
ner in the venture capital
firm with experience of both
acquisition and post-acquisi-
tion management issues.

He left Timeline Partners
in 2007 to become the chief
strategy officer and executive
vice-president of mobile ser-
vices and global market units
of Comviva Technologies, an
Indian telecommunications

software company.
For thefullreport, log on to
www.ti findia.com
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Indian students in race to make jet of future

Chennai Team Among Top 5 In Global Contest To Find Greener Ways For Aviation Industry

KounteyaSinha [tau

London: Three Indian aero-
space-engineering  students
ambitious plan to help create
an aircraft of the future has
taken them to the finals of a
global competition floated by
aircraft manufacturer Airbus
and Unesco,

The team from SRM Uni-
versity Chennai — consisting
of Balalkrishnan Solaraju Mu-
rali, Michael Thomas and An-
1ta Mohil — 1s among the five
teams that have made it tothe
finals of the *Fly Your Ideas”
contest that saw 6,000 stu-
dents from 618 teams and 82

countries vie for the £30,000
top prize. The other four
teams are from  Australia,
Brazil, Italy and Malavsia.
Ideas floated by students
included planes powered by

body heat, luggagefloatingon

a bed of awr and an aircrafi
running on liguid methane.
The Indian team’s top-line
ideaiscalled “Engine aircool-
ing system for noise reduc-
tion”. Murali, Thomas and
Mohil have found a way to re-
duce propulsion nose by
modifying the shape of thejet
exhaust using intelligent ma-
terials (shape memory al-
loys). These alloys are power-

& M ark L Stephenson COR5S

ed by harvested electricity
generated by advanced ther-
moelectric materials using

Over 6,000 students from 618
teams and 82 countries took
part in the event which has a top
prize of €30,000. The other four
i winning teams are from Brazil,
Australia, Italy and Malaysia.
Ideas floated by the students
included planes powered by
4 body heat, luggage floatingona
i bed of air and an aircraft
running on liguid methane

engine heat source,
~On June 12 the students
will presenttheirideas toaju-

ry of Amrbus and industry ex-
perts at Alrbus's headquar-
ters in Toulouse, France.

The winners will be an-
nounced at a ceremony at Un-
esco’'s headquarters in Paris
two days later, The competi-
tion challenged aerospace en-
gineers from across the globe
to develop new ideas for a
greener  aviation  industry
covering one of six themes:
energy, efficiency, affordable
growth, traffic growth, pas-
SENZET EXPErIENCE OF COMITI-
nity friendliness.

“The entries were as-
sessed by experienced Airbus
engineers who were extrenme-

ly impressed by the quality of
work and innovation,” said
Charles Champion, Airbus's
executive vice-president, en-
gineering, and “Fly Your
Ideas" patron.

“These talented students
from around the world repre-
sent the future of our indus-
try and I am looking forward
to weleoming them to Tou-
louse forthe final round.”

Throughout the competi-
tion, Airbus mentors have
worked with the teams to pro-
vide guidance and support
withtheirprojects inaddition
to a member of staff from
their university
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Device promises first
line of eye screening

Staff Reporter

CHENNAL: When there isalacuna
in healthcare service and
shortfall in manpower, tech-
nology often provides an an-
swer. One such innovative
technology from the Indian
institute of Technology (117 -
Madras has now made delivery
of affordable and accessible
eye care possible.

Healthcare Technology In-

novation Centre {(HYIC) of

IiT-Madras has created Eye-
PAC, a computing technology

for extracting information
from eyes.
This information enables

screeningfor eye diseases even
in the absence of an expert.
HTIC has joined hands with
Forus Health, an Indian med-
tech company, to take forward
this technology through an af-
fordable eye screening device
developed by the latter called
‘Anethra’.

“We started working on
Eve-PAC two years ago after
gbserving that there is a huge
need for eve screening. Over
80 per cent of cases of blind-
ness in india are preventable

but there is a lack of gualified
ophthalmologists in the coun-
try,” said Mohanasankar Siva-
prakasam, a faculty of
IFP-Madras, who heads the
HTIC.

Eye-PAC can be used to cre-
ate screening and diagnostic
solutions for a range of eve dis-
eases such as diabetic retino-

pathy, glaucoma and
age-related macular
degeneration.

Powered by HTICs Eve-
PAC technology, ‘3nethra’ has
beeninstalled in over 140 loca-
tions across 10 countries in-
cluding india, China, France,
Thailand, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Mauritius and Somalia.

This custom solution en-
hances visual appearance of
eye images produced by the
device and helps in locating
disease signs that might lead to
vision loss at an early stage,
according to apress release,

Those in need of medical at-
tention could be referred to an
expert for diagnosis.“ We are
working on making Eye-PAC
technology more powerful and
cover more diseases,” Profes-
sor Mohanasankar added.
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Revise formuale, respect time limits and de-stress to stay ahead of others in the

—INAL
DOWN

pen-and-paper based JEE (Advanced) exam to be held next week

by kast lop of the
race to that elusive
engineering seat in
the most elite insti-
tutes in Indin, the
1T is nlmost bere. On June
2, the 15 lakh candidates will
try their best to emck the
JE dvanced peper, If you
mong them, you may
ha lot of plans and strate
gies in your mind, along with
the worry that whether or
not they will be property
executed.

My ndvice to the students i
to stop thinking how the
paper will be like, snd think
that whatever the pattorn of
the paper will be, it will be
saume for all the candidates,
Few thirgs Twould [ike to
emphasise for the D-Diy.

1. BEFORE THE PAPER
BEGINS:

You will be paked 1o fill o
lot of details aboat yoursellin
the five minutes before the
paper. Fill them corefully; see
if the paper code and the
OMR sheet code motches
correctly. In case of any mis-
takes, donot panic, Contoct
the instructor and ask them
to belp you with every small
mistake,

F

EE ADVANCED ARCHITECTURE ASPIRANT

w The syllabus for physics, chem- | A b s of an agt)-
Istry and maths in this sectionwill | highly scoring, 50 browse through | tude Sest that assesses your abill
ba the same as that for engineer- | the fameus architectural 1y to visualise things.
Iog aspirants. Rersemnber 1o bring -:i » Koop track of time as some
your own good questions ek o
erasers, pencils and crayons. imagination and aesthetic be time consuming. There s no
Maiatain your composare in X definite methad to approach the
sections such 2 frechand draw: | » Gocenetrical deawiog canbea | Papee as t wil vary rom indvid-
a3 these require high atics fund: s about geo- | The author i scmiow faculty, chens-
tion while attempting. metricsl struchares. ity T s PACE
2. KNOW WHAT YOU eramming won't help, This discussion will unneces
. ity divert your focus,
W 4. PRACTICE DURING THE 15} o cumstucive for
While writing your paper, EXAM SLOT EVERY DAY: the performance in the sec.

you should not attempt what
you don’t know. This will
ensure that you don't et
stuck aaud will improve your
neCuTRCY oo,

3. LET GO OFF THE EXTRA
PRESSURE:

The stress of revising or
not revising builds on mary
students, but try to let it go
Simply think that your two-
svar peeparation will be test-
od In six hours, and this
preparntion has already boen
done from your side. So pan-
leking ot the lost moment and

You need to put your best
foot forward on the finol day,
50 you have to be ext
during the i

ond paper. Take a light meal,

followed by o power nap of 30
minates. When you enter the
" tion hadl for the see.

hours, Most students com-
plain about feeling slow
during the second paper. So
in the wevk prior to JEE
Advance, sdjust your study
timing so that you study dur-
ing (Sam tol2pm) and (lpm
1o Bpm)

5. DURING THE BREAK:

Do not discsiss nhout the
paper after paper one Is over,
whether it is good or bad.

ond paper, you should be fully
chargrd, irrespective of haw
you fared in the first poper.

6. BE CAREFUL WHILE
MARKING:

This is the most common
and dangerous problem
which many students
encounter every year - Not
muwrking the nnswers on the
OMR sheet. Do not put off Gll-
ing your answers to the last
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moment, beesse your OMR
responses are the only source
for your murks,

7. DECIDE THE TIME
LIMITS:

There i an individual cut.
oflof Physies, Chembstry and
Math, which you need to clear
other than the overall gutoff
scone, The maximum time
that yous can give 1o ong
section should Be from ;13
10 70 minutes, 1Pt koy
more, then leave it and
move forward to the next
sevtion. You can come
back to nttempt the see-
tion lator:

Make sure that you
reach an hour prior to
the sturting time on
the day of the exami-
nation, a5 being late
¥ the last thing you
would want on the
big day. Youmre just
one step sway from
making it big, so just
give it your all. Best
of luck for JEE
Advanee to oll the
students,

Article courtesy [

o s .



